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Public Policy Committee 

 Minutes: June 5, 2015

1.       Call to Order and Introductions Meeting called to order at 10:02
Attending: Sarah Blackstock, Carolyn Flietstra, Lisa White, Barry Cargill, Sandi Jones, Kerri Allen, Diane Bilasko, Augie Arbulo, and Michelle Enos.
 
2.       Minutes: May minutes to be reviewed at July meeting
3.        	 Additions / Changes to Agenda: None
4.        	 Executive Director Report: 
Barry reported he will be attending the NAHC annual conference September 27th – 29th and the Forum of states. 
Barry identified the new board members recently elected at the annual conference.  
5.        	 Education Committee
	Provided brief update from the conference.
Attendance from conference was up. Next year the conference is scheduled for May 18th through 20th 2016 at the Grand Traverse Resort in Traverse City.
Ed committee will begin working on next year’s conference June 25th debriefing of conference and then begin discussion of where to have conference in 2017. Any are welcome to attend.  



6.          State and Federal Issues
· Lobbyist Report : Budget passed both house and senate. Omnibus budget bill 450-500 million toward road funding which prevented any provider increase. However, there is hospice residential language. The reimbursement amount is up for Michigan Special Children’s based on usage through trends and utilization. Essentially, they will pay for more visits but not increase reimbursement of service. 
· Auto no-fault still in house floor without enough votes to pass. 
Bills Discussed:
· HB 4163: Creates licensing of residential lift contractors as class of
                       elevator contractors	

· SB248: H3 version:  Est. 1.3 billion is need to service roads.
· HB4447: Occupation Fee Increase Bill: Budget implementation bill: $500 fee for hospice renewal. Certified/Accredited Hospice versus regular hospice. Advocating for Reduce rate of fee increase if you are certified.
· Chair lift bill signed by governor. Removes regulation of chair lifts. 
· HB4625: Automatic approval of Medicaid if application not approved or denied within 45 days: Sandi to review. Sponsored by Marilyn Lane on 5/19.  
· SB287: Senator Marlow; prenatal hospice program. Sandi will review
· SB362 Designated Care-Giver Act: supported by the AARP. Requires hospital to establish care giver for patient before discharge from hospital.

Hospice payment rule due in October. Hospice committee will work with NAHC for submitting comments.
Legislative day with HME supplies:  The requirement that bidders honor their bid has been added. 

Competitive bid: 
*In non-comp bid areas effective in January 2016 will require to sell items at average bid price to Medicaid patients.



Face 2 Face: Lawsuit continues.
House /Senate Restructuring/Limiting the RAC. Barry to obtain clarification if this effects HME or all areas of Home Care

State Medicaid looking to propose used equipment language.  Oppose

Complex rehab technology: if this establishes a separate benefit it could open to HME
HME: CRT working group meeting writing recommendations to be added to Medicaid policy.

8.         Member Segment Reports
		HME & Infusion 	 
Home Health Issues: Brewing for Hospice and HH; deficiency that the survey division is reporting. Question that the data is not entirely clear. MILARA meeting review CASPER report and Michigan is “off the chart” on the top 10 list of deficiencies. Found 2013 OIG report that shows Michigan as top of list for deficiencies. (p.18)
Concern that data is not comparable nor accurate.
Managers should review and  question is the data accurate?
CASPER : Only compares data of agencies that are not accredited
CASPER that Michigan pulls data from CMS that includes the top 10 deficiencies

Private Duty: Companionship and DOL continue to be of issue. Companionship and live in remain at the federal level.

Hospice Committee meets on First Thursday of every month 10:00. If you have a Hospice in your organization you should participate

9. 	Action List & Other Business: 
Sandi to review HB 4625, SB 287, SB 352
Barry to check on House Senate on restructuring of limiting in RAC is this all HME or all Home Care
Barry to fill in tracking report as to MAHC’s position of Support- Oppose- Monitor.
Barry to clarify date of implementation of the Non Competitive bidding areas obligation to bill at average rate.
All let people know if you are interested in participating in education committee June 25th. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]10.       Adjournment: 11:02

image1.jpeg
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION FOR

; Home Care

Health @ Home




